THEYE A (Sovereignty), Kir(Decree), 3E2 (Providence)
5
AEHEE (Free Will) & BETHE (Moral Responsibility)
(11/22/15) Pastor Kurt
. EX:
THHYEAY (Sovereignty): God plans and carries out his perfect will, as he alone knows
is best, over all that is in heaven and earth, and he does so without failure or defeat
(Bruce Ware).
e God’s control, ruling, planning and executing of his perfect will
e His omnipotence
o THHYRaN: (HIEQIE LR K E TR EE B — 2L AR — RS
/=48t The Decrees of God: the eternal plans of God whereby, before the creation
of the world, he determined to bring about everything that happens.
o {HAYIPHH: The Providence of God: God’s active involvement with all created
things to preserve, to concur, and to govern.

o (HEYRAy CKIE): MHEVIFELM SRR arim CIFle] / ZE[8]))
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I11. 5] &% Issues

g5 | Mechanical: How does divine sovereignty mesh with human freedom? How
does it work that we are free, yet God is in control everything?

iE#E F Moral: If God is sovereign and in control of everything, how can it be that he
can hold us accountable for evil, and he himself is always and only praiseworthy? How
can it be that we bear moral responsibility for evil if God is in control of everything?

IV. & & Views
B /R 3= Hyper-Calvinism:

o fHEFE—1) All choices and actions are done by God; we do none of them.
No genuine human freedom
Martin Luther (“The Bondage of the Will”); Gordon Clark
Human moral responsibility? — “God said so!” (Rewards and punishment?)
God is morally responsible for evil!

HEFEPH 2 Process Theology
o NE$—1J] Creatures make all the choices; God is a power of persuasion only.
e No ‘ex nihilo”; no miracles; no revelation

BRI K & 52 Arminianism

o MEMH AN B HAGEIHAE God’s determination and human determination are
incompatible.

e If God determines that it happens, we don’t; if we determine that what it happens,
God don’t.

o FHPRHI AL FATE B In order to give us freedom to choose, God freely
chooses to limit the extent of His total governance (Classic Arminian view).

o 5242 HH it Libertarian freedom (contra-causal freedom): you could cause
contrary to what you did cause.

¢ Divine determination is incompatible with libertarian freedom.

o A/ Problem of Evil: God only does good. Evil happens in the things we
do. God does not determine that evils of all kinds happen; he merely creates an
environment in which they may happen.
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o The “free will defense”: we abuse God’s given freedom (contra causal) to
do evil. Only with freedom good can come out (genuine love); evil is a
necessary side-effect (The law of double effect)

o The “greater good defense”: the good will outweigh the evil.

e Mechanical issue: Divine sovereignty and human freedom are incompatible!

e Moral issue: God does not cause evil. But God created an environment for evil
to happen?: defense: 1) God intended that we use our freedom for good & he
knows that good will outweigh evil in the end.

o AF-XLM Is this view biblical?

BH/R 357 Calvinism

e Everything that has happened in the history of the universe is by divine
determination.

e A portion of what has happened is also determined by creatures, human and
angels.

e Human freedom/determination and divine determination are compatible.

e All of our choices and all of our actions, are meshed with divine determination.

e God is in control of everything; divine foreknowledge is grounded on his divine
sovereignty: he has determined all that will be!

e HMEH H1E Human freedom is not contra-causal or libertarian; there is a
prevailing reason or desire for why we choose what we do. Given those reasons,
these conditions, we could not have chosen otherwise. This is compatibilism.

e ANHJAT N This is how we function: we always make our choices according to
prevailing desires (what we want the most).

o J& R %k Spiritual disciplines: train our hearts and minds to think what God
thinks and to want what God wants.

e ¥t Sanctification: changing our prevailing desires. When they are changed,
then we could not have chosen otherwise. Then we will obey.

o 155 Glorification: minds and desires are God’s thoughts and desires.

e Jonathan Edwards, “Freedom of the Will”: We always do what we most want
to do!

V. XL 38 : A% E Bi6 Biblical basis for “Compatiblist Freedom”:
Gen 45:4-5 2358 SOSMLEBSUATT0 © “TEIRNTATAIR © 7 A THEAT Ak - fthid -
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e “God sent me; you sold me!”

e How did Joseph get to Egypt? His brothers sent him; God sent him.

e Which one is ultimate? God!

e Are his brothers morally responsible? Yes.
Gen 50:17-20 YR TENSLYRRXAEY © MATIREFEH PERHR » SRIRGEOAATIRY R
ERFEE - WS RIRFAIRACGEMZANARYEIE |7 A T 23R 100X » 2938
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e We do evil things; God does not get the blame since he determines them with
good motives, not as our evil motives.

John 15:5 2 ajaift - IRITERT - HAEIRE AT » P FEAEM HE - X AR
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Matt 5:16b FRATTAYEH S XA ERAE AT - B & IARTI8TS-T - (ERe)a
ZHIRITHER ERYAL.

e We do good works; God gets all the glory since God does them in and through

us!
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e Who brought this judgment on Israel?

2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21 — inspiration is a great example of the principle of compatiblism:
God’s word (100%) and human word (100%)

Acts 2:23 fREZEMHIVE 5§ ~ e MgSST A RIS EE LA Z AR T JEfth
FHETFHRERT.

e Who put Jesus on the cross? God and wicked men! The ultimacy is God.

e John 3:16; Isaiah 53:10;Matt 26:39
Acts 4:27 FHEEFIAE WAL Z » SNBARIPLESIER - RIAEXIE RS - FHIHT
TRATEHIEANRER > 28 EREMRFRURE B FrE LA HIE.

ME A E K B & God’s determinative will (strong causation):

e God’s activity that brings about good.ig i K 3

o Regeneration, sanctification, glorification: every good work for the Kingdom
AR LI B & God’s permissive will (weak causation):

e God’s activity that brings about evil.i& 75 %

e One done indirectly by permitting what he could prevent, yet he permits it for
ultimately good reasons.
o The cross, Joseph to Egypt, Assyria’s plunder of Israel

o f[EJATIR God’s middle knowledge is used to guide wicked men’s choices.
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