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Reformation500 5= 4 o BB 2 i 4
*Protestantism..is the work of a Prophet...

o“After darkness, light!”: & HE
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THE PREACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD IS THE
WORD OF GOD. Wherefore when this Word of
God is now preached in the church by
preachers lawfully called, we believe that the
very Word of God is proclaimed,..(2" Helvetic)
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o /N (John Brown): “the vanity of your
heart,...your congregation is very small, in
comparison...; but ..that when you come to
give an account of them to the Lord Christ,...
you will think you have had enough.”
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Reformation 500: Martin Lutherd, | &&=
Oct 31, 1517 Wittenberg church: “95 Theses”
April 17- 18 1521 Imperlal Diet of Worms

e/ am bound by the Scrlptures
*my conscience is captive to the Word of God.
1522Wittenberg:Social Chaos/Zwickau Prophets
March 10, 1522 The Second Sermon
The Power of the Word



In short, | will preach it, teach it, write it, but |
will constrain no man by force, for faith must
come freely without compulsion.

...l opposed indulgences and all the papists,
but never with force. | simply taught,
preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise |
did nothing. And while | slept [cf. Mk 4:26—-
29], or drank Wittenberg beer with my
friends Philips and Amsdorf, the Word so
greatly weakened the papacy that no prince
or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it.

| did nothing; the Word did everything.



| did nothing; | let the Word do its work.

What do you suppose is Satan’s thought when
one tries to do the thing...? He sits back in
hell and thinks: Oh, what a fine game the
poor fools are up to now! But when we
spread the Word alone and let it alone do the
work, that distresses him. For it is almighty,
and takes captive the hearts, and when the
hearts are captured the work will fall of itself.

For the Word created heaven and earth and all
things [Ps. 33:6]; the Word must do this thing,

and not we poor sinners.



