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Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
* F HZZ: India/missionary call
KHF G RV RE, 2) B 7
KAE,3)H HiRfE %Dﬂﬁ~ H "ﬁ'*‘“,if&/z\ﬂﬁﬂﬁ% ”
o 52 “I'll go anywhere God wants me to,

whatever the cost.”

*“0.K. God, today | mean it. Go ahead and
make me more like Jesus, whatever the cost.
But please (knowing myself fairly well), when |
feel | can’t stand anymore and cry out, ‘Stop!’
will you ighore my ‘stop’ and remember that
today | said ‘Go ahead!’?”
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Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
1953, age 28, went to Congo
1960 independence; 1964 civil war;

10 missionaries: 5 month in prison
eSoldiers “were brutal and drunken. They
cursed and swore, they struck and kicked, they
used the butt-end of rifles and rubber
truncheons. We were roughly taken, thrown in
prisons, humiliated, threatened.”

*On October 29, 1964, Helen Roseveare was
brutally raped.



Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
*“On that dreadful night, beaten and bruised,
terrified and tormented, unutterably alone, |
had felt at last God had failed me. Surely He
could have stepped in earlier, surely things
need not have gone that far. | had reached
what seemed to be the ultimate depth of
despairing nothingness.

In this darkness,
however, she sensed the Lord saying to her:



Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
*“You asked Me, when you were first
converted, for the privilege of being a
missionary. This is it. Don’t you want it? .

“RIIEESEH,.”
*“These are not your sufferings. They're Mine.
All I ask of you is the loan of your body.”
*“overwhelming sense of privilege, that
Almighty God would stoop to ask of me, a
mere nobody in a forest clearing in the jungles
of Africa, something He needed.”




Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
*“Through the brutal heartbreaking
experience of rape, God met with me —with
outstretched arms of love. It was an
unbelievable experience:

*He was so utterly there, so totally
understanding, his comfort was so complete—
and suddenly | knew—I really knew that his
love was unutterably sufficient.

He did love me! He did understand!”



Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
*“One word became unbelievably clear, and
that word was privilege. He didn’t take away
pain or cruelty or humiliation. No! It was all
there, but now it was altogether different. It
was with him, for him, in him.

*He was actually offering me the inestimable
privileged of sharing in some little way the
edge of the fellowship of his suffering.”



Helen Roseveare (WEC, 1953-73, Congo)
*“In the weeks of imprisonment that followed
and in the subsequent years of continued
service, looking back, one has tried to “count
the cost,” but | find it all swallowed up in
privilege. The cost suddenly seems very small
and transient in the greatness and
permanence of the privilege.”

* “God never uses a person greatly until He has
wounded him deeply. The privilege He offers
you is greater than the price you have to pay.
The privilege is greater than the price.”
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